History of Aikido/ Part 2 - Austria

O-Sensei’s disciples‘s influence and Austrian

History

*Main sources:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)
16)
17)

Table of O-Sensei‘s disciples by Stanley Pranin

Aikijournal web-archive, www.aikidojournal.com or www.blog.aikidojournal.com
Aikikai Foundation/Hombu Dojo web: http://www.aikikai.or.jp/eng/index.htm
Interview with Robert Bessler May & June 2012

interview with Martin Toplizer in June 2012

interview with Glnther Steger 29.7.2012

Wikipedia

Web-page of Aikidoschools, www.aikikai.at

Web-page of Aikinomichi dojo, www.aikinomichi.at

Web-page of OAV-AAA, www.aaaikido.at

Web page of Birankai Dormbirn, www.aikikaidornbirn.at

Web page of Aikikai Liechtenstein, www.aikido.li/

E-mails with Peter Poltsch & telephone calls with Margit Melcher 2-3 September
E-mail exchange with Georg Meindl September 2012

Interview of Fritz Kemler in http://members.aon.at/aikikai-wien/interview.pdf
Telephone calls with Gert Péckl 6&7 Sep 2012

Improvements/advice via e-mail from Friedrich Kemler 7.Sep 2012

*+ own additions

*Version 5, 7. Sept. 2012 Matti Joensuu
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Global non-Aikikai schools

Gozo Shioda: Yoshinkan aikido ( Japan riot
police )

Koichi Tohei: Ki-aikido ( Shin shin Toitsu Aikido
or Ki no Kenkyukai)

Morihiro Saito: Iwama ryu
Kenji Tomiki — Competition aikido



Hombu Instructors abroad 1. (August 2012 )

Yoshimitsu Yamada New York Aikikai

Kazuo Chiba San Diego Aikikai

Ichiro Shibata Berkeley Aikiki

Mitsugi Saotome Aikido Schools of Ueshiba ( Florida )
Hideki Shiohira ( California)

Isshu Ishiyama  Vancouver West Aikikai

Osamu Obata JCCCAikikaic/Toronto

Katsutoshi Kurata Federacion Aikikai Argentina
Reishin Kawai Uniao Aikikai do Brasil

Makoto Nishida Federacao Paulista de Aikido, Brazil

Ichitami Shikanai Brasil
— Bold= Direct O-Sensei disciple, Kursiv= influence to Austria




Hombu Instructors Abroad 2. ( August 2012 )

Yutaka Kurita Kurita Juku, Mexico
Minoru Kanetsuka British Aikido Federation,England

Katsuaki Asai Aikido Schule K. Asai, Duesseldorf,
Deutschland

Masatomi lkeda Association Culturelle Suisse D'Aikido
Zuerich, Switzerland, ( this is old information — he has
returned to Japan!)

Yoji Fujimoto Aikikai Milano-Dojo Fujimoto

Hideki Hosokawa Aikikai D'ltalia Rome, ltalia

Yasufusa Kitaura Acociacion Cultural Aikikai de Espana
Motohiro Fukakusa Aikido Associasion Thailand

Jun Yamada  Academy Aikido Jyuku Malaysia

Nobuo Takase Auckland, New Zealand




O-Sensei’s direct disciples with permanent
( direct or indirect )influence to Austria:

*Juo Iwamoto — the only O-Sensei‘s disciple who has lived in Austria
— = Gert Pockl, Robert Bessler, Ronald Karnik =

Hiroshi Tada = Hideki Hosokawa ( Italy )=

Seigo Yamaguchi = Christian Tissier ( France ) =2
*Nobuyoshi Tamura = many austrian aikido teachers
Masamichi Noro = Ronald Karnik 2

Andre Noquet = through Germany =2

Kazuo Chiba—> through Birankai =

Seishiro Endo = Gert Pockl, Margit Melcher, Matti Joensuu =
Morihiro Saito = Paolo Corallini ( Italy )=

Shoji Nisshio (? ) =2

Yoshimitsu Yamada ( influence after 2011 )

Masatomi Ikeda = OAV 82-83, Aikidoschools =
Sadateru Arikawa = Tiki Schewan ( France )=

e *=more details on later pages




Visits to Austria by O-Sensei’‘s disciples
without permanent influence

e Kisaburo Osawa 1984 to Vienna ( ukes: Seki
Sensei and Kuribayashi Sensei )

e Kenji Shimizu —in Graz 2-3 times invited by
Peter Poltch

e Seiichi Sugano - OAV invited him to Vienna,
Graz and Linz 4 times between 1986 and -87.
His last visit was 2007

e Mitsunari Kanai —in Graz 19887



Juo lwamoto 1.

Had been practising Judo in Japan.
He was truly impressed by O-Sensei and changed to aikido.

O-Sensei’s disciple ,from pre-war times®, but doesn‘t appear on
the Disciple table.

Lived in Austria 1968(or -9 ) -1992. He arrived as 4th dan with a
teaching-licence from Hombu Dojo.

First practises were in school-halls, after 2 yeas in the 5th Bezirk,
fitness studio , FitNeiss”

Worked as a shiatsu therapist and had education in classical
japanese singing. His living conditions were poor — students built
him a shower.

Many funny culture-clash stories — the students needed to get
him out of trouble often.

Complicated relationship to Junichi Yoshida

Mr. Hajime Seki (from Japanese Embassy, later 6-7. dan ) had his
permission to teach aikido in Budocenter 1984, when it opened.



Juo Iwamoto‘s main students

Gerd Pockl

e first 1. dan to 4.dan in Austria, excluding Junichi Yoshida
e Taught in Budocenter and , Fitness studio”
e Established Meiyukai

e Later invited Hosokawa Sensei from Italy, and Endo Sensei from Japan
together with Margit Melcher

Ronald Karnik
e Started jujutsu dojo ( with Karl S.? ),

e aikido dojo in Baden b.Wien ( now not operational ) and Aiki-no-michi
Dojo ( as he studied with Noro Sensei ,ki-no-michi“)

Robert Bessler
e 1 dan from Iwamoto, 2 dan from Hosokawa.

e Funny stories about visiting Doshu ( Kisshomaru Ueshiba ) and the
Imperial Dojo in Tokyo

Elisabet Feber ( now stopped aikido ),
Veronika ( Vera ) Molitor



Nobuyoshi Tamura Sensei ( 1933-2010 )

e Entered Hombu dojo in 1953, dispatched to
Marseille, France 1964

e Large following/sister organisations in France,
Italy, West Germany, UK, Belgium, Switzerland (
and Sweden?? )

e First visit to Austria 1977 invited by Junichi
Yoshida

 Main teacher in Austria — visited 2 times a year

e OAV was founded Oct 1979 ( or -8 ). Tamura
Sensei was the technical commission with Juo
lwamoto Sensei




Tamura Sensei‘s main disciples, living

abroad and teaching in Austria

Toshiro Suga

— Visits Enshiro Dojo Salzburg & Wien and Shobukan Dojos Vien
Jeff Raji

— Often shares seminars with Toshiro Suga
Claude Pellerin

— Technical director of Shumeikan — a seminar every 3 months or so
Tiki Shewan

— He is an iaido swordsmith and expert on laido and Jodo. Studied aikido under
Arikawa Sensei

Stephane Benedetti
— visits yearly Graz (? ),
Pierre Chassang

— Taught winter-seminars invited by Aikido Union Linz. These seminars were
later taught by Toshiro Suga. Organiser changed later to Enshiro Dojo.

Michael Neary,,street children in Birmingham“ — no recent visits (?)



Tamura Sensei‘s and Junichi Yoshida‘s
early students

Friedrich ,Fritz“ Kemler, started the first dojo in Wien ( Aikikai Wien. )

— His students then started other dojos. He could be called the Father of dojos in Wien.
Maria Widl, stopped practising, moved to Germany?
Rupert and Karin Strobl

— traveled to Vienna and brought Aikido to Graz. Now stopped practising

Gunther Steger
— helped to start many dojos in Austria, Hungary, Ukraine, Slovakia
— Technical Director of OAV for 22 years, organised&taught e.g. Black Belt Seminars
— Now on technical Board of Mutokukai Europe

Thomas Hammberger = Linz

Jorg Swetina, later chairman of OAV, reconciliation with lwamoto group.
Wolfgang Linert 2 Musubikan Wien

Wolfang Fiirst — now General Secretary of AAA-OAV

Karlheiz Reiter = Shobukan Dojo 1993

— Teaches also in Germany, France, Italy, Hungary
Georg Meindl = established Austrian Aikidoschools.

— He teaches also in Germany, Croatia, Slovakia and Hungary

Frank Koren, now teaches in Graz and is — with Junichi Yoshida — the only 6. dan in
AAA-OAV



Junichi Yoshida

Started aikido in Osaka in dojo of Bansei Tanaka 1969
Came to Austria as 1.dan 1972

Started teaching 1977 as 2nd dan with Jujutsu group in
USI ( then UTA)

Didn‘t get well along with Iwamoto Sensei
invited Tamura Sensei to Austria 1977

Was deeply involved in development of aikido in
Austria and started the core dojos in Wien, Graz and
Linz.

Stopped teaching 1984 and returned to Japan 1986
His main students ( see previous page )



Current major other teachers

Seishiro Endo Sensei 8. dan
— First visit to Austria 1995 in Linz ( OAV invitation )
— Visits once a year since 1996 Wien ( Meiyukai invitation ), receives dan-exams.
— Kimusubi Dojos have organised international teacher seminars 2004 and 2005.
Christian Tissier 7. dan
— Arrived first time 1988 invited by Aikidoschools to Wels
— Visits Aikidoschools and Ki-no-Michi dojo every 2nd year
Yukimitsu Kobayashi 7.dan

— visited first time 2003 by invitation of Aikidoschools as part of Hombu
development program. Irony is, that the same year OAV had received Hombu
recognition. He was later followed by—>

Koichi Toriumi Sensei 7. dan

— First visit to Austria via Hombu development program

— Visits once a year to Aikidoschools since, receives dan-exams
Matti Joensuu 6. dan

— established Kimusubi Dojos in Austria 2002

— teaches in Austria, Finland, Spain, Hungary, Germany, Canada etc.



Timeline of history 1

1968 ( or 69 | Juo Iwamoto arrived to Austria as 4. dan. He tried first to teach aikido to

) the police.

1969-> A slow start phase, characterised by aikido being unknown, and
students ( Ronald Karnik, Gerd Pockl, Robert Bessler ) absorbed the
culture clash between a soldier-samurai and culture in Austria.

1972 Junichi Yoshida arrived to Vienna as 1. dan.

1977 Started teaching ( separately from lwamoto Sensei ) Oct 1977
Fritz Kemler and Maria Widl started aikido. In the following years,
Rupert and Karin Strobl traveled to Vienna and took aikido to Graz.
First visit of Tamura Sensei, invited by Junichi Yoshida.

12.10.1978 | Gert Pockl ( started aikido in 1970 ) graded the first 1. dan in Austria to
l[wamoto Sensei.

1978 Gunther Steger started to practise aikido




Timeline of history 2

Oct 1978 | OAV ( Austrian Aikido Federation ) was founded by Aikido Union Wien (
(or-79) | Maria Widl ), Aikikai Wien ( Friz Kemler ) and Aikido Union Graz ( Robert
Strobl ). Gliinther Miller was the president, Junichi Yoshida the General
Secretary, Iwamoto and Tamura Senseis were the Technical Commission,
and Pierre Chassang the adviser ( student of Tamura Sensei )

1983- Junichi Yoshida stopped teaching. National teachers started to emerge.
1984 lkeda Sensei taught seminars in Graz 1983,-84,-85 invited by OAV

1984 Gert Pockl received 3.dan 1.6.1984. The OAV , Ranking” that year was:
2.dan: Ronald Karnik, Fritz Kemler, Maria Widl

1.dan: Rupert Strobl, Karin Strobl, Gerhard First, Glinther Steger, Margit
Tesar, Irene Guldt, Walter Holzer




Timeline of history 3

1984 Budocenter opened — Hajime Seki sarted teaching there. His ,,home
dojo“ was the Imperial Dojo in Tokyo ( not Hombu dojo etc. ).

19857 Junichi Yoshida graded 4. dan as the first in Austria. At the same time
Karin and Strobl Rupert, Gerhard Flirst, Glinther Steger graded 2.dan

1986 Junichi Yoshida moved back to Japan. Then there were 6 members in
OAV: Aikido Union Wien ( Maria Widl ), Aikikai Wien ( Fritz Kemler ),
Aikido Union Graz ( Irene Guldt ), ASKO Aikido Club Graz ( Rupert
Strobl ), Aikido Union Linz, Aikido Union Salzburg. Average number of
persons was about 15 — so a total of 90-100 aikidokas in Austria. (
NOTE: does this exclude students of Iwamoto Sensei?)

1987 Hajime Seki returned to Japan, leaving responsibility to Gerd Pockl

1992 Juo Iwamoto returned to Japan

1994 Hosokawa Sensei’s first visit to Vienna invited by Meiyukai

1995 Endo Sensei’s first visit to Austria invited by OAV




Timeline of history 4

1999

OAV book-keeping had 17 clubs with about 20 members each, so
about 350 aikidokas in Austria. This figure likely excludes independent
dojos, dojos with Iwamoto-background and Aikidoschools.

Oct 1999

Federation of Austrian Aikidoschools was established by Georg and
Regina Meindl and Martin Holzl. From 2000-2002 Masatomi lkeda was
the technical director.

2002

-lkeda Sensei became ill.

-Gert Pockl received as the first austrian 5. dan 8.Sept.2002

-Matti Joensuu, 5.dan and Andrea Stitzel, 2.dan arrived to Austria from
Japan in August 2002 and established Kimusubi Dojos in Karnten with
the help of Glinther Steger. The first 5.dan in Austria was a Finn?

January 2003

OAV received Hombu Recognition. Curiously enough, the same year
Kobayashi Yukimitsu Sensei had a seminar with Aikidoschools. Since
then Hombu dojo has sent a teacher ( now Toriumi Sensei ) invited by
Aikidoschools.




Timeline of history 5

2006 Hombu Dojo recognised Aikidoschools as equally representing aikido in Austria
as OAV.

2008 Matti Joensuu received the first 6. dan in Austria

August 2009 | Birankai Continental Europe ( Chiba Sensei ) was dissolved. This lead to Birankai
Austria in Dornbirn to receive Hombu Recognition in 1. March 2010.

9. July 2010 | Tamura Sensei died.

July 2010~> | After a period of shock, all the hell broke loose in aikido organisations in
Austria. Tamura Sensei had not organised his Europen-wide legacy. Hombu Dojo
— being not aware of the local situation - organised a , blanket coverage” and
asked Yamada Sensei, from New York, to supervise the situation. Junichi
Yoshida, having been absent from Austria for 24 years, claimed the status of
,responsible of Austria” after meetings in Hombu Dojo.

End-of-2010 | OAV had a clearly dominant position in Austria. It was also very open-minded to

include dojos from other aikido styles than from Tamura Sensei — e.g. Kimusubi
dojos had joined OAV in 2008. OAV had then 30-32 dojos as ,members“ and 16
as ,non-member” — not comprehensive list of dojos as e.g. Birankai was not
listed. Nobody actually knew how many aikido dojos there were in Austria and
from what background.




Timeline of history 6

2011 to mid- Intentionally left BLANK

2012

August 2012 Hombu Recognised Federations:
Status: AAA-OAV: has 17 dojos and 1 abroad

Aikidoschools: has 11 dojos and 6 abroad
Birankai: has 2 dojos in Dornbirn

Federations with Hombu-recognition application pending:
Kimusubi Dojos: has 2 dojos in Austria and 2 abroad

Dojos belonging to Mutokukai Europe: 3 ( in Vienna, Graz, Feldkirch )
Dojos belonging to Aikikai Liechtenstein: 2

One could estimate that there are 45 dojos in Austria, so 7-10 dojos
are independent, although follow some definite style ( e.g. Ki-no-

michi follows Tissier Sensei ).

Austria is not represented in IAF.




